
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel       

Department: Economics and Finance     Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking up to 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

On campus 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  

Technological innovations have received much attention in Economics. There are many facets of technological 

innovations, which are important to Macroeconomists: Research and Development (R&D) and the production of 

innovation, the diffusion of innovations in the economy and the determinants of the diffusion, how firms decide to 

adopt an innovation, etc. I would like to identify all relevant areas related to technological innovations and gather 

the relevant literature on these areas. It will be basically canvassing the existing knowledge on technological 

innovations in Economics. 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will conduct a literature search on technological innovations. He/she will use the journal databases that 

are provided by Lovejoy Library's website. Additionally, it will be important that the student in a general sense 

understands as to which greater knowledge area a certain article belongs and is able to categorize the relevant 

literature on technological innovations. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Invariably my URCA assistants have been amazed how much preparation goes into research. In other words, they 

are always surprised how much we read and think before starting our own research project. I believe that this is 

priceless, because it is humbling to see how much work is required to gain expertise in an area. Another goal is to 

learn how to read efficiently. My URCA assistants tell me that they have become focused and efficient readers. 

Finally, URCA assistantship teaches students to organize their thoughts/knowledge on a given subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I require weekly hour-long face-to-face discussion meeting with the URCA assistant. The day/time of the weekly 

meeting will be selected based on my and the student's schedule. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

The student has to be interested in technological innovations and Economics. Ability and willingness to think 

critically is also a must. 

 

 


